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Circular Letter to Maritime Registrars, Ship Owners and Ship Operators 

 

Maritime Circular No. MC/82/18  DATE: 4 JUNE 2018 

 

THE PARIS MOU ON PREVENTION OF AIR POLLUTION FROM SHIPS 

 

The purpose of this Maritime Circular is to share a Press Release from the 51st Committee 

meeting of the Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control (Paris MoU) held 

in Cascais, Portugal between the 7th-11th May 2018.  

 

This Administration would like to request the attention of Ship Owners and Ship Operators to 

an agreed information campaign in the format of warning letters, which will be issued from 1st 

January 2019. The campaign is aimed to address provisions of Regulation 14 of MARPOL Annex 

VI, on setting a limit of 0.50% m/m of sulphur content of fuel oils of ships, which becomes 

mandatory on the 1st of January 2020 and encourage timely compliance.  

 

During the meeting, member states of the Paris MoU approved a questionnaire for a new 

Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) on MARPOL Annex VI.  The aim of this campaign is 

to check the compliance of ships with requirements for the prevention of air pollution. It has 

been agreed that the CIC will be carried out jointly with the Tokyo MoU from September to 

November 2018. The questionnaire will be published by the organization in August.  

 

If you have any questions on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
 

Liam Ryan 

International Registrar of Shipping and Seamen 
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Press release  

       14 May 2018 

THE PARIS MOU AGREES TO FOCUS ON 
PREVENTION OF AIR POLLUTION FROM 
SHIPS.  

 
The Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control (Paris MoU) held 
its 51st Committee meeting in Cascais, Portugal, from the 7-11 May 2018, chaired 
by Mr. Brian Hogan.  
 
Anticipating the new maximum limits for sulphur in ships fuel oil, entering into force 
on 1 January 2020, the Paris MoU agreed to an information campaign by issuing a 
“Letter of Warning” starting 1 January 2019, to encourage timely compliance. 
Secretary General Richard Schiferli stated that this will be a signal to the industry 
that port State control will take enforcement of the new sulphur limits seriously from 
“day one”. 
 
The Committee also approved the questionnaire for the CIC on MARPOL Annex VI 
to be carried out jointly with the Tokyo MoU. The CIC aims at checking the 
compliance with requirements for the prevention of air pollution from ships. The 
CIC will be carried out from September to November 2018 and the questionnaire 
will be published in August. 
 
As part of a review of the current inspection regime, significant progress was made 
with a new methodology for calculating flag State and recognized organization 
(RO) performance, used for targeting ships for inspection. 
  
The Paris MoU considered the “Ministerial Declaration” signed during the 3rd Joint 
Ministerial Conference between the Paris and Tokyo MoUs held in Vancouver last 
year and agreed on a course of action to implement the decisions. 
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High importance was given to the report of the Concentrated Inspection Campaign 
(CIC) on Safety of Navigation, including ECDIS1. The CIC was carried out from 
September to November 2017. The general conclusion was that the results show a 
good overall implementation of the requirements on board the ships inspected, 
although voyage planning remains an area of concern. 
 
 
The Committee adopted the 2017 Annual Report, including the White, Grey and 
Black List and the performance list of recognized organizations. The lists will be 
published in early June and used for targeting purposes from 1 July 2018. The 
Annual Report will be published in July this year.  
 
The number of ships which have been refused access to the Paris MoU region 
after multiple detentions has increased from 20 in 2016 to 33 in 2017 and is a 
threefold increase over the number in 2015.  
 
Chairman Mr. Brian Hogan thanked the Secretary General Mr. Richard Schiferli for 
his accomplishments over the past 21 years. In this regard the Committee 
expressed deep gratitude for the services of Mr Schiferli and wished him well on 
his forthcoming retirement.  
 
The meeting was attended by members of the Paris MoU, the European 
Commission, EMSA, Montenegro, observers from the International Labour 
Organization, the International Maritime Organization, US Coast Guard, Tokyo 
MoU, Caribbean MoU, Mediterranean MoU, Black Sea MoU and Indian Ocean 
MoU. 
 
On behalf of the member State Authorities, Mr. Hogan concluded the meeting by 
remarking that significant progress has been made on port State control issues 
during this meeting. He thanked all member State Authorities, the European 
Commission, EMSA and the Paris MoU Secretariat for their contribution. In 
particular Mr. Hogan thanked the Maritime Administration of Portugal, for the 
excellent arrangements they made for this Committee meeting. 
  

                                                 
1 Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) 
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Contact 
 

Mr. Richard W.J. Schiferli 
Secretary General Paris MoU  
on Port State Control 
 
PO Box 16191 
2500 BD The Hague 
The Netherlands 
 
Tel: +31 (0)70 456 1509 
E-mail: Richard.Schiferli@parismou.org 
Web-site: www.parismou.org  

  

 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
 
Regional Port State Control was initiated in 1982 when fourteen European countries agreed to co-
ordinate their port State inspection effort under a voluntary agreement known as the Paris 
Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control (Paris MOU). Currently 27 countries are 
member of the Paris MOU. The European Commission, although not a signatory to the Paris MOU, 
is also a member of the Committee. 
 
The Paris MoU is supported by a central database THETIS hosted and operated by the European 
Maritime Safety Agency in Lisbon. Inspection results are available for search and daily updating by 
MoU Members. Inspection results can be consulted on the Paris MoU public website and are 
published on the Equasis website.  
 
The Secretariat of the MoU is provided by the Netherlands Ministry of Infrastructure and the 
Environment and located in The Hague. 

 
 
Port State Control is a check on visiting foreign ships to verify their compliance with international 
rules on safety, pollution prevention and seafarers living and working conditions.  It is a means of 
enforcing compliance in cases where the owner and flag State have failed in their responsibility to 
implement or ensure compliance. The port State can require defects to be put right, and detain the 
ship for this purpose if necessary. It is therefore also a port State’s defence against visiting 
substandard shipping. 
 

 

mailto:Richard.Schiferli@parismou.org
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